
Dinting Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School 

History Expectations 

 Chronological Understanding Historical Enquiry Historical Interpretation 

Year 1 Use words and phrases such as : now, a long 
time ago, before I was born, old, new 
 
Sort toys into chronological order and use 
relevant time language to give reasons and 
describe this 
 
Explain how they have changed since they 
were born 
 
Talk about buildings in Glossop which are old 
and new 

Ask and answer questions about old and new 
homes/objects 
 
Recognise some objects belong to the past and 
give plausible explanations about what an 
object was used for 
 
Listen to stories to help find out about the past 

Identify different ways to represent the 
past (photos, stories, adults talking) 
 
Use a range of historical sources to answer 
questions ( pictures, people, museums) 

Year 2 Use appropriate language associated with the 
passing of time: before, after, past, present, 
then, now. 
 
Recount the life of someone famous from 
Britain who lived in the past. 
 
Appreciate that some famous people have 
helped our lives be better 
 
Sequence a famous event and place  on a 
timeline in chronological order 
 
Explain how their local area was different in 
the past 

Identify ways in which the past is represented 
(e.g. diaries, paintings) and ask questions about 
these 
 
Talk about the effectiveness of sources and how 
reliable they are 

Find out about a famous event/person 
using different sources (e.g.  paintings, 
stories, eye witness accounts, artefacts, 
visits) 
 
Collect information about the past by 
asking questions of people who were alive 
before me and from objects and pictures 



Year 3 Describe events from the past using dates 
when things happened 
Use a timeline within a specific time in history  
to order events that happened 
Know that Britain has been invaded by several 
groups over time. 
Appreciate wars happened and are often 
associated with invasion, conquering or 
religious differences 
Through research identify similarities and 
differences between given periods of history 
Describe how their local area was different in 
the past and offer explanations for these 
changes 

Use a range of resources to find out about 
the period they are studying 
 
Use different sources to ask and answer 
questions 
 
Understand archaeologists have helped us 
to find out more about the past 

Identify and give reasons for different 
ways in which the past is represented 
 
Look at a range of different sources and 
evaluate their usefulness 

Year 4 Plot recent history on a timeline using 
centuries 
Use mathematical skills to round up time 
differences into centuries, decades 
Recognise lives of wealthy people were very 
different form those of poor people 
Appreciate items found belonging to the past 
help to build an accurate picture of how 
people lived in the past 
Explain how events from the past have helped 
shape our lives 
Research two versions of an event and say 
how they differ 
Research an aspect/theme in a given period 
and use photographs and illustrations to 
present findings 
 
 
 

Finds about periods in the past using different 
sources (e.g. artefacts, photos, artist 
impressions) 
 
Use evidence to build up  picture of a past event 
 
Select and combine information from a range of 
sources (e.g., archive materials, the Internet, 
pictures, artefacts, visits to museums) to 
answer specific questions 
 
 
 

Give reasons why there may be different 
accounts of history 



Year 5 Draw a timeline with different time periods 
which shows different information such as 
periods of history, when famous people lived 
etc. 
Use words and phrases such as century, 
decade, before Christ, after, before to 
describe passing of time 
Understand difference between AD and BC 
Make comparisons between historical periods, 
explaining what stayed the same and things 
that have changed 
Aware of immigration and emigration which 
has led to the multi-cultural society of today’s 
UK (e.g. British Empire, Windrush) 
Good understanding as to how a particular 
theme(e.g. entertainment, houses, medicine) 
has changed over the years 
Investigate how an aspect or theme has 
changed over time in the local area 

Begin to identify primary and secondary sources 
 
Use a range of evidence to build up a picture of 
life in different periods studied 
 
Use documents, printed sources, the Internet, 
databases, pictures, photographs, music, 
artefacts, historic buildings, visits to museum 
and galleries and visits to sites to collect 
evidence about the past 
 
Understand the role of archaeologists in finding 
out about the past 

Look at two versions of the same event in 
history and identify differences in the 
accounts 
 
Give reasons why there may be different 
accounts of history 

Year 6 Describe the main changes in a period of 
history, using words such as social, religious, 
political, technological, cultural 
Place features of events and people from past 
societies and periods in chronological 
framework 
Summarise main events from a specific period 
of history, explaining order of key events 
Explain how Britain has had a major influence 
on world history 
Describe what Britain may have learnt from 
other countries and civilisations through time 
gone by and more recently 
Recognise and describe differences and 

Recognise primary and secondary sources 
 
Use a range of sources to find out about the 
past 
 
Suggest how to find out about the past and 
bring several sources together in one account 

Link sources to make inferences and 
deductions 
 
Consider ways of checking the accuracy of 
interpretations, fact or fiction or opinion 
 
Know that different evidence will lead to 
different conclusions 



similarities/changes and continuity between 
different periods of history 
Describe a key event from Britain’s past using 
a range of evidence from historical sources 
Recall dates from key periods and events 
Identify connections, contrasts and trends 
over time 

 

 

Whilst in key stage 2 pupils will be taught about 

 Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

 The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain  

 Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

 The Viking and Anglo-Saxons 

 A local history study which will be an in-depth study of how Glossop changed during Victorian times with the growth of the cotton mills. 

 A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupil’s chronological knowledge ,this will focus on World War ll as a significant turning 

point in British history and the multi-cultural society of today’s UK. 

 

Due to the mixed age classes and rolling curriculum plan these areas are not taught in a specific year but will all be covered during Y3-Y6. The above 

expectations for each year group will be taught in whichever historical period is being taught for that year.  


